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The water required for the plant's cooling process hinges on a pending decision by the Utah State 

Engineer's Office, which has received applications to divert 53,600 acre feet of water from the Green 

River. 

The water would be leased from the Kane County and San Juan County water districts, which 

acquired it from two companies when a pair of coal-fired steam generation power plants were not 

built. 

Environmental groups and some government agencies have filed protests over the proposed 

diversion, asserting that the Green River cannot sustain such a withdrawal. 

Aaron Tilton, a former Utah legislator and now chief executive officer and president of Blue Castle 

Holdings, said 2.2 percent of the state's water is used to generate electricity. By comparison, the 

nuclear power plant would use less than 1 percent of the state's water to generate 50 percent more 

electricity, he said. 

He said studies show that even in extreme drought conditions, the 3,000-megawatt plant would 

affect the river's level by less than an inch. 
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